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iLxlracts of two Letters, written to the Publijber from Hanibo- 
rough hy the Learned Chriltophorus Siuidius, concerrn?r,r the 
Origin of Pearls. 

T\\cjirjih o^ Decemb. 15. 1673. thus Englifli't ; 

Touching the Origin of Pcnrls, of which I formerly gave 
an intimation, be plen.lccl to receive tliis accoiint. I'hc 
Pearl-fhclls in Norwayand elfewhere (io breed in Sw( ct v/aters. 
Their fliells are Hke to thofe, which conimo!)!/ kvc called MuJ- 
cles, but they are larger. The ^i(\\ in thciii looks like aii 
Oifter, and it produceth a great clufter of Eggs, like tliofe 
of cra-fiflies, fomc white, foiiie black (which latter yet v/ill 
become white, the outer black coat being taken off;) Tljclc 
Eggs, when ripe, arccaflout, and being cail out they grow, 
and become like thofe that caft them. But fometimes it 
happens, that one or two of thofe Eggs flick faft to the fides 
of the matrix, and are not voided with the refl. Thefe are feci 
by the Oifrer againfl her v/ill, and they do grow, according 
to the length of time, into pearls of diff-'erent bignefie,s, and 
imprint a mark both in the fifh and fiiell, by the fcitwution 
conform to its figure. 

So far the Jirjl Letter ; The matter of which being new, 
bat deflitute of proof, the Publiiher took the li[)cr!:y of 
defiring from the Author the favour of ini|)arting to iiim 
what ground he had for this aflcrtion : Whereupon v. 
returned this fecond Letter, dated Febr. 27. 1674; 






AS to the authority, I have to affert fuch an origin of Pearlc;, 
as I have done in my former; I here declare, that a cer- 
tain Dane, called Henricus Arnoldi, an ingenuous and veumcj- 
ous perfon, having by his own Experience found it fb at Chri ■ 
Jiiana in Norivay, did in that mianner relate it to rne, as I In-- 
parted it to you, he having with great ferioufijcfs allured me vA 
the truth thereof. Befides, the thing fcerns highly probable, 
neither do any confiderable objeftions a; pear againil: it. li i 
fhould chance to go into thofe parts, or ;;; \z-o.9i into the Coun- 
try of the Dukes of Brunfivick, whcr;; ..nO Pearia arc found 
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not inferior to the oriental ones of the fame fize, I fhould 
not fail to endeavour to make the obfervation myfelf. 

An Accompt of fome Books. 

I. An Attempt to prove the MOTION of the EARTH from 
Objervations % made by Robert Hook Fellow of the R. Society. 
London /;/ 4" printed for J. Martyn at the Bell in St. Pauls 
Church-yard, 1 674. 



■^He ingenious Author of this Attempt, having confi- 
_ der'd with himfelf, that the grand Controverfie about 
the Motion of the Earth remains yet undetermin'd, and find- 
ing, there was no other means left for human Induftry to decide 
it but by obferving, whether there be any fenfible Parallax of 
the Earths Orb amongfl the Fixt Stars j did thereupon refolve 
to employ himfelf in making fome Obfervations concerning fo 
important a point in Aftronomy. And, after he had examined 
the ways and inftruments for all manner of Aftronomical Ob- 
fervations, hitherto made ufe of, and confider'd of the incon- 
veniences and imperfedtions of them ; and having alfo duely 
weighed the great accuratenefs and certainty, that this Ob- 
fervation of the Earth Parallax required : He next contrived 
a way of making Obfervations, that might be free from all the 
former inconveniences and exceptions, and, as near as might 
be, fortified againft any other that might be invented or 
raifed againft it. This way he gives an Account of in this 
prefent Tra£l, which is; To oblcrve by the paffing of fome 
confiderable Star near the Zenith of fome place, whe- 
ther fuch a Star doth not at one time of the year pafs nearer to 
that Zenith, and another, farther from it ; thus reafoning with 
himfelf. That, if theEarth doth move in an Orb about theSun, 
and that this Orb hath any fenfible Parallax amongft the Fixt 
Stars, this muft ncceffarily happen, efpecially to thofe Fixt 
Stars, which are neareft the Pole of the Ecliptique. 

Accordingly he affirms to have adluallymade four Obfervati- 
ons, in this Tradt described ; by which, he faith, 'tis manifeft, 
that there is a fenfible Parallax of the Earths Orb to the Fixt 
Star in the Dragons head, and confequently a Confirmation of 
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